The Six Kingdoms
The Linnean Classification System
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Organisms are placed into their kingdoms based on the following: 


Cell type (complex or simple)


Their ability to make food


The number of cells in their body

Appearance is NOT used to classify animals into kingdoms

The Kingdom is broken down into six categories: Animalia, Plantae, Fungi, Protista, Eubacteria and Archaebacteria
Animalia - The Animal Kingdom is very diverse and very large, numbering over one million identified species. Some are vertebrates(backbone), while most (97%) are invertebrates (no backbone). All animals share the following characteristics; cannot make own food, digest their food, move from place to place, and have more than one cell that are Eukaryotic cells meaning that they contain a nucleus.
Plants - Plants are many-celled organisms that are characterized by their tough cell walls and photosynthetic abilities. That is, they use a pigment called chlorophyll that can take sun light energy and convert it into food energy or sugar. Because plants can make their own food, they are know as Producers. The food chain begins with Producers, who supply food for the Consumers of the world. Nearly 300,000 plants have been identified and their environments range from the deep ocean to mountain tops. 
Fungi - Fungi are many-celled organisms that decompose dead matter in our environment. Thus, they are Consumers and a very important one. Fungi and bacteria are responsible for doing the major cleaning role in our environment. In fact, they are in competition with one another for materials to decompose. Fungi are found in soil, dead trees and even on your bread sometimes.
Protists - Protists are mostly unicellular, but some are multicellular organisms that are plant-like, animal-like and fungi-like and are categorized in its own kingdom. Most live in water, although some live in moist soil or even the human body. All protists’ cells have a nucleus (eukaryotic). 
Eubacteria – Eubacteria are made up of one cell that does not have a nucleus (prokaryotic) and are what we think of when we hear the word bacteria. Eubacteria, also known as the true bacteria, have a bad reputation. They are seen as disease causing agents. Every day new products come out adverstising their ability to destroy these microscopic but dangerous creatures. In reality, only a small percentage of these unicellular organisms cause disease. The rest fullfill many important roles in the natural world.
Archaebacteria – Archaebacteria are made up of one cell that does not have a nucleus. The Archaebacteria are organized into three phyla of bactreria that are found mainly in extreme habitats where little else can survive. All known Archaebacteria live without oxygen(anerobic) and obtain their energy from inorganic molecules or from light.
